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In 2013, we are celebrating half a century of 
teaching hundreds of deaf and hard of hearing 
children to listen and to speak, to fully participate 
in the hearing world. 
 
In 1963, a group of parents, along with Hilda 
Gregory C.M., O.B.C, a gifted and dedicated 
educator of the deaf, founded the Vancouver Oral 
Centre for Deaf Children (VOC). Today known as the 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ϧ {ǇŜŜŎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ./ ό/I{/ύΣ 
we are the first and only independent school in 
Western Canada to offer listening and spoken 
language education. 
 
Listening and spoken language education is based 
on the assumption that children learn to speak 
because they hear. In 1963, before sophisticated 
hearing technology was available, Hilda Gregory 
was one of a handful of deaf educators who 
believed that even children with profound hearing 
loss, wearing hearing aids, had enough residual 
hearing that they could learn to listen and talk. The 
model of small classes and individual sessions that 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀǘ 
VOC is the one we still use today.  
 
We provide our children with the listening and 
spoken language skills, education and confidence to 
pursue their dreams to the highest level. 
 

 

Who We Are 

 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ϧ {ǇŜŜŎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ 
BC is an independent special needs 
school with certification through 
the BC Ministry of Education (Office 
of the Inspector of Independent 
Schools) and the Ministry of Children 
& Family Development (Provincial 
Services for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing). 
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ϧ {ǇŜŜŎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ 
BC is licensed by Vancouver Coastal 
Health for Group Child Care and 
Preschool. 
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ϧ {ǇŜŜŎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ 
BC is a member of Option Schools 
International, the Federation of 
Independent School 
Associations (FISA), and the Council of 
Service Providers. 
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ϧ {ǇŜŜŎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ 
BC is a registered charitable on-profit 
society.  Charitable Business  
# 11928 2044 RR0001 

http://www.gg.ca/honour.aspx?id=3965&t=12&ln=Gregory
http://www.orderofbc.gov.bc.ca/members/obc-1998/1998-hilda-gregory/
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/independentschools/
http://www.mcf.gov.bc.ca/pdhhs/index.htm
http://www.mcf.gov.bc.ca/pdhhs/index.htm
http://www.vch.ca/your_environment/facility_licensing/child_care/
http://www.vch.ca/your_environment/facility_licensing/child_care/
http://www.optionschools.org/
http://www.optionschools.org/
http://www.fisabc.ca/
http://www.bcacdi.org/
http://www.bcacdi.org/
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It is undeniable. Deaf and hard of hearing children can learn to listen and to speak. 
 
{ƛƴŎŜ мфсо ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ {ǇŜŜŎƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ./ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
accessible to hundreds of hearing impaired children. 
 
Centered in Vancouver with a network of Master level teachers, we provide services for children with 
hearing loss throughout the metro area and across the Province, from infancy through age 18. 
 
From their earliest months we offer children a comprehensive listening and spoken language 
education which means teaching communication skills ς learning to listen and learning to speak. With 
advanced technology and tested learning strategies, we are the only school in British Columbia that is 
fully committed to teaching deaf and hard of hearing children to speak, without the need for sign 
language. 
 
What makes listening and spoken language education remarkably effective is that children as young as 
infants are now being fitted with hearing aids and cochlear implants. Successful communication 
becomes a combination of technology plus education and therapy. 
 
²Ŝ ƻǇǘƛƳƛȊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƎƛǾŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ 
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